Evangelism in the
Context of Poverty




Confusions relating Evangelisation and Social Action

a. Save souls
from eternal
condamnation

b. Save souls and,
if necessary, help
people in their
concrete needs

c. The one
salvation for
the whole
human being

d. Liberate the
world from
injustice




Confusions relating Evangelisation and Social Action
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Definition of Evangelism according to David Bosch

DEFINITION

THEOLOGICAL
ASPECTS

Evangelisation can be defined as the dimension and

Being and Doing

sense of the Gospel

activity of the church which offers of the Church!
i individual -

» to every human being everywhere i
universal

* by word and by deed holistically

 a real opportunity, intentionally

» to be challenged to a radical reorientation in the Pr9pr|ur_n:
existential

conversion




Definition of Evangelisation according to David Bosch

Content of reorientation:

In view t0 man:

e to commit one‘s life to Jesus as Saviour and Lord,

change of power

e to become member of the local church as part of
the body of Christ

ecclesiologically

¢ to be delivered of the destroying bonds
(human and supra-human, individual and social)

(Bosch: liberation of the slavery of the world and
its powers)

soteriologically
contextually

¢ to be involved into the ministry of Christ of
reconciliation, peace and justice on earth

contextual
sending

e integrated into the plan of God to put all things
under the rule of Christ.

eschatological
perspective
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Understanding
Poverty

Material
Poverty

Spiritual
Poverty

Powerless-
ness

Robert Chambers: Rural development.
Putting the Last First, London 1983



Understanding Poverty

Conclusions for the Practice of Evangelisation

A A

o

Perceive — the character of poverty.

Solidarity — at the side of the concerned.
Respect — the difference between us
Discover — the created and gifted man/woman

Aware — of the message of God through the
poor

Address — the christian testimony

> as invitation, request by God

> according to the particular needs

> challenging the willing to engage for God



